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interfaith partnership against domestic violence
because no one should have to choose between faith and safety

Domestic Violence Statistics

e Globally, one third of women (31%) report being physically or sexually
abused by an intimate partner.i

e Each of these victims has parents, brothers, sisters, partners, grandparents,
neighbors, co-workers, children, fellow congregants, aunts, uncles,
cousins, and friends, who will also be affected.

e Inthe U.S. more than three women are killed by intimate partners every
day, more than 1200 women every year.i

¢ During the first five years of the Iraqi war, 4,000 American soldiers were
killed in combat. During those same five years, more than 6,000
Americans have been killed, not by enemies, but by lovers and intimate
partners.

e Pregnant and recently pregnant women are more likely to be victims of
homicide than to die of any other cause.i

e More than 33% of all female homicide victims are killed by their intimate
partners.v

e Domestic violence is the leading cause of death for African American
women aged 15 — 34 years."

e 3.3 million American children witness abuse in their homes every year."

e Between 12% and 35% of teens have experienced some form of violence,
from pushing and shoving to hitting, in a dating relationship."t



e Estimated annual U. S. health care costs for domestic violence:
$4,100,000,000.v

e Victims from immigrant communities face additional barriers to safety:
0 Language

Isolation

Poverty

Immigration status

Documentation and employment issues

Racial, ethnic, and religious discrimination

Distrust of law enforcement
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Distrust of government and its agencies™

e Studies show that “immigrant women often suffer higher rates of
battering than U.S. citizens because they may come from cultures that
accept domestic violence or because they have less access to legal and
social services than U.S. citizens. Additionally, immigrant batterers and
victims may believe that the penalties and protections of the U.S. legal
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system do not apply to them.

e Each year, more abuse victims, perpetrators, and family members seek
help from clergy and religious leaders than all other helping
professionals combined.*
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